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Essential Truth: God often brings comfort through honest
reports of repentance and renewed affection.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 7:5-7

5 “For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn-conflicts
on the outside, fears within”. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of
Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your
longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.

Observations:

¢ Paul recounts the difficulties he faced in Macedonia, describing both external conflicts and internal
fears, highlighting the pressures of his ministry and the challenges of travel and opposition.

¢ Despite these hardships, he emphasizes that God provided comfort through the arrival of Titus, a
trusted companion and fellow minister, who brought encouraging news from the Corinthians.

* The passage also underscores the mutual care and affection between Paul and the Corinthian
church. The Corinthians’ concern for Paul, their sorrow over any offense, and their eagerness to
reconcile brought Paul profound joy.

e Paul’s life in ministry was a life of great blessing but also a life of many conflicts and fears. On the
outside, Paul was constantly in conflict with enemies of the gospel and worldly-minded Christians.
On the inside, Paul daily battled with the stress and anxiety of ministry.

e Encouragement in trials: Even in moments of stress and fear, God provides comfort through
people and circumstances.

¢ Value of community: The concern and support of fellow believers can strengthen and uplift those
in ministry or facing difficulties.

e Joy through reconciliation: Paul’s joy was amplified by the Corinthians’ godly response, showing
that spiritual growth and heartfelt concern for others can bring deep satisfaction and
encouragement.

Prayer:

Father God, forgive us for the times we don’t practice love, comfort, and encouragement in times of
trial. Teach us to listen to one another in all situations and circumstances, so that we can be a unified
body of Christ to serve and promote the gospel as a church. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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