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Essential Truth: Real repentance does not merely feel sorry;

it moves with urgency to make things right.

FORWARDFORWARD
the waythe way

DEVOTIONALS

Devotionals available online at centurybaptist.org/the-way-forward/

Scripture:
11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear

yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point

you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.

2 Corinthians 7:11 

Paul doesn't commend the Corinthians for feeling bad. He commends them for what the sorrow

produced.

Every word in this verse is an action word: earnestness, eagerness, zeal, readiness to see wrong

made right.

The church didn't just apologize to Paul… their conduct changed and the whole congregation could

see it.

Godly grief has a direction. It moves toward visible correction, not just private feeling.

Repentance is relational. It shapes how a whole church deals honestly when individuals repent and

restore relationships. with what dishonors God among them.

Observations:

Application:
Spirit's prompting, and still walk out looking exactly the same as we did walking in. But real

repentance doesn't stay invisible. It shows up in how we treat each other, what we stop excusing, and

what we start doing differently.

North Dakotans are tough by nature. We can certainly handle a lot. That same toughness can also be

a roadblock to repentance. We'd rather look unbothered and tough than actually be transformed. But

Paul points to a church that let its repentance be seen — not performed, but proven, in restored

relationships and corrected behavior the whole congregation could witness.

That's our call too. Repentance that stays hidden hasn't finished its work. Silence in the face of known

sin is its own kind of participation — if you see something and don't address it, you accept it. But the

reverse is also true: when we address it, the change becomes visible, and the whole body is

strengthened. It starts with us.

It's easy to mistake feeling convicted for actual repentance. We can sit in a sermon, feel the

to let our repentance be seen in our words, our relationships, our actions. Let our congregation bear

visible fruit of turning back to You. Let it start with us. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Father, forgive us for hiding behind toughness instead of showing real change. Give us courage Prayer:


