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Purpose 

To encourage believers and the church to see weakness not as failure, but as a place where 
Jesus displays His power. Philadelphia had “little power,” yet Jesus commended them for 
keeping His word and not denying His name. He placed before them an open door no one 
could shut. 

 

Icebreaker 

Describe a time when you felt weak, uncertain, or unable to control the outcome. How did 
that experience shape your dependence on God? 

 

Scripture. Read Revelation 3:7–13. 

Additional Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 2:3; Matthew 7:13–14; 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 
Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3; Judges 7. 

Observations 

• Jesus identifies Himself as “the holy one, the true one,” and the One who has “the 
key of David.” 

• Philadelphia is one of only two churches in Revelation 2–3 that receives no 
correction from Jesus. 

• Jesus knows their weakness: “I know that you have but little power.” 

• Their weakness did not keep them from faithfulness. They kept His word and did not 
deny His name. 

• Jesus promises them an open door no one can shut. 

• Jesus also promises to make the conqueror “a pillar in the temple of my God,” a 
powerful image for people living in an unstable earthquake-prone city. 

 

Core Teaching 

Revelation 3:7–13 shows that Jesus is not disappointed by faithful weakness. Philadelphia 
was not large, impressive, or powerful, but Jesus delighted in them. Though they may have 
been dishonored or excluded by others, they were honored and named by Jesus. 
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The “open door” is first a door of salvation, communion, and access to God. Through His 
death and resurrection, Jesus opens the way into the kingdom, into life with the Father, and 
into the riches of God. The door that matters most is open. 

But the open door is also a door of opportunity. Paul uses this same image for gospel 
mission. Open doors and opposition are not contradictions. Sometimes we assume 
resistance means the door is closed, but Jesus may be opening a door precisely in the 
place where we feel weak. 

For churches in transition, this is deeply hopeful. Jesus does not tell Philadelphia to 
protect itself or circle the wagons. He says, “Hold fast.” Hold fast to His Word, His name, 
the door He has opened, and the mission He has given. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do we often view weakness as failure rather than as a place where God’s power 
can work? 

2. What closed doors can become discouraging or distracting for a church? 

3. What does it mean that Jesus opens the door that matters most? 

4. How can witness become more of an opportunity than an obligation? 

5. Where might Jesus be opening a gospel door for CBC right now? 

6. What would it look like for us to “hold fast” in this season? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Read Judges 7. Why did God reduce Gideon’s army before giving victory? How does that 
story help us understand Jesus’ encouragement to Philadelphia? 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, You are the Holy One and the True One. You hold the key, and You open what no 
one can shut. Teach us not to despise our little power. Help us hold fast to Your Word, Your 
name, and Your mission. Open our eyes to the doors You have placed before us, and give us 
courage to enter them and invite others with us. Amen. 

 


