Live in Harmony with One Another - Romans 12:9–21 (ESV) – Sermon Guide*

[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose:
To cultivate a Christ-shaped mindset of humility that enables us to live in genuine harmony with others.
Ice Breaker (5 Min)
Think of a time when you felt out of place or different from those around you. What made it difficult—or what helped you feel welcomed?
Scripture Focus
Read Aloud: Romans 12:9–21
Key verse:
“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.” (v.16)
Observations from the Text
· Paul commands a shared mindset: live in harmony (v.16)
· Pride is a barrier: do not be haughty… never be wise in your own sight (v.16)
· Harmony includes action: associate with the lowly (v.16)
· Relationships will be hard: repay no one evil for evil… live peaceably… never avenge (vv.17–19)
· The goal: overcome evil with good (v.21)

Core Teaching Connection
Harmony is not primarily about agreement—it is about humility.
Paul ties harmony directly to:
· Lowering ourselves
· Moving toward those unlike us
· Refusing superiority
This mindset reflects Jesus, who:
· Lowered Himself
· Moved toward the overlooked
· Chose love over status
Harmony flows from a humble, Jesus-abiding heart.

Group Discussion
1. From verse 16, what stands out to you about Paul’s definition of harmony?
2. Which phrase is most challenging: “do not be haughty,” “associate with the lowly,” or “never be wise in your own sight”? Why?
3. How do verses 17–21 expand our understanding of harmony—especially in difficult relationships?
4. Where do you see the tension between your natural instincts and Paul’s commands?
Dig Deeper
· Where might you be living in a “bubble” (comfort, similarity, control)?
· Who in your life might represent “the lowly”—someone different, overlooked, or difficult to engage?
· How does seeing people as persons (not projects) change the way you approach relationships?
Personal Reflection (Quiet – 2 minutes)
· Where am I “wise in my own sight”?
· Who do I subtly see myself as better than?
· What would it look like this week to move toward that person instead of away?
Sit quietly and ask God to reveal one specific step of obedience.

Closing Prayer
Lord, You humbled Yourself and moved toward us in love.  
Expose our pride, soften our hearts, and reshape our mindset. Give us courage to step outside our comfort and associate with others as You have with us.  
Help us not repay evil for evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Form in us a harmony that reflects Jesus. Amen.
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